Cooperation to reach the market of wild | inoation
medicinal and aromatic plants

30 Theme: 2 - Profitability
- Position in the Value Change: Harvesting

]
| ncred ] ble Factsheet type: Practice

Innovation MNetworks for Cork, Resins & Edibles

Keywords

natural remedies

aromatics

NWFP

Aromatic & Medicinal Plants

Scale

Sub-continental

Baskets of hawthorn fruit (Crataegus monogyna) harvested in France by AFC members. Source: Marie-Claire/Régis
Buffiére, http://www.cueillettes-pro.org/-Plantes-de-cueillette-.html
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Context

In some territories, the productions are small and only have exit if they combine the production with the
dissemination and the direct sale of product, being essential a network of collaboration between producers,
to exchange information, help the commercialisation and act as a union. Forestry actors in Catalonia (Spain)
consider necessary to create transformation centers, under the cooperative formula, to process wild plants,
retain added value and supply products to customers with certain periodicity and guarantee (ValuePAM
project).

Objective

The production of medicinal and aromatic plants (MAPs) has interesting growth prospects, but the
atomization of farms hinders their business development, having to bet on a cooperative model, that
facilitates the transformation and commercialisation. This is an issue that affecting both agricultural
production and wild exploitation. This factsheet presents the needs of the stakeholders and some success
stories.

Results

In France, the Association Francaise des Professionnels de la Cueillette de plantes sauvages (AFC)
represents MAPs collectors, participating in the construction of supply chains and identifying good practices
to favor sustainable commercial collection and a responsible profession. In Auvergne, the SICARAPPAM
cooperative, with 30 years of experience, brings together 45 MAPs' collectors, collecting and transforming
more than 600 references of wild plants (fresh, dried and frozen) certified organic for herbalism, liquor
store, pharmacy, phytotherapy, cosmetics, etc. In Catalonia (Spain), the Parc de les Olors sums up,
organizes, manages and collaboratively markets the production of small producers.
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Q Recommendations

The consolidation of the activity of small producers must be based above all on greater mutualisation, the
representativeness of all collectors and training more adapted to the plural nature of the profession and
the reality of the market, so that producers can be competitive with a quality product. Thus, collaboration
and innovation are crucial and we must bet on technification, so that the activity is profitable and
sustainable. It is also necessary to have a good marketing strategy and know the legal requirements well, to
reach the market. Finally, setting a fair price will allow a better valuation of these products.

A Impacts and weaknesses

For the use of MAPs to be profitable, you have to know how to produce and market, so you have to help the
collectors to sell, since it is far from their mentality. But it is also necessary that expectations are not
generated when there are none: obtain more than the market can assume or sell to markets that do not
value the product. And the final consumer does not always know the advantages of the species of a
territory. Thus, in order to consolidate future consumption, it is essential to collect, defend and disseminate
the traditional uses and conservation aspects of MAPs.

— Future developments

According to the VALUEPAM project, it will be important to increase the actors' knowledge about the
resource, its importance and good collection practices, encourage regional and cross-border cooperation
for wild exploitation, deepen work on its adaptability to the market, disclose its differentiated value and
encourage their incorporation into final products. In short, reinforce its potential as a complementary
element for the sustainable development of rural territories.
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"Parc de les Olors", network of small producers of MAP in Catalonia (Spain) united to market their products and
disseminate the MAP uses.
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Further information

Pascual, A. Cultivo de aromaticas, buenas perspectivas ante el aumento de la demanda mundial. EFEagro, 29 agosto 2018.
https://www.efeagro.com/noticia/aromaticas/

Results of INTERREG SUDOE ValuePAM project:

- Conclusiones del proyecto. VALUEPAM - Valorizacion de plantas aromatico-medicinales silvestres: Gestion sostenible de la biodiversidad
vegetal y desarrollo socioeconémico de las zonas rurales del espacio SUDOE.

- Dinamica participativa: Quines accions es podrien emprendre al territori per a la generaci d'activitat econll mica a partir de la genciana i altres
plantes silvestres?. Jornades tecniques Més enlla de la recol0 leccio de genciana: perspectives de desenvolupament en zones de muntanya. Alp,
7'marzo 2018, y Sort, 20 marzo 2018. INTERREG SUDOE ValuePAM.

- Estrategias de comercio de plantas aromaticas y medicinales autdctonas. Solsona, 22 de mayo 2018. INTERREG SUDOE ValuePAM.

- Asociacionismo: clave en el desarrollo del sector de las plantas aromaticas y medicinales. Solsona, 19 octubre 2018. INTERREG SUDOE
ValuePAM.

http://www.valuepam.eu/resultados.php

Etat des lieux et perspectives des débouchés des petits producteurs de PPAM — GAAP — PAPDD 2015/2016.
file:///C:/Users/eva.more/Downloads/rapport_-_gaap_agro-_plantes_a_parfum_-_2016.pdf

AFC - Association Francaise des Professionnels de la cueillette de plantes sauvages http://www.cueillettes-pro.org
SICARAPPAM Coopérative Agricole http://www.sicarappam.com

SYNDICAT DES SIMPLES https://www.syndicat-simples.org/

Parc de les Olors https://parcdelesolors.com/
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Eva Moré, eva.more@ctfc.cat, Roser Cristobal Cabau

http://www.ctfc.cat/ o
Organisation

Organisation Centre de Ciéncia i Tecnologia

Centre de Ciéncia i Tecnologia Forestal de Catalunya (CTFC)
Forestal de Catalunya (CTFC)

_ Email
Country and region (hidden)
Spain, Auvergne-Rhdne-Alpes &
Catalunya

About INCREDIBLE Project

INCREDIBLE project aims to show how Non-Wood Forest Products (NWFP) can play an important role in supporting sustainable m
forest management and rural development, by creating networks to share and exchange knowledge and expertise. ‘Innovation 06
Networks of Cork, Resins and Edibles in the Mediterranean basin’ (INCREDIBLE) promotes cross-sectoral collaboration and

innovation to highlight the value and potential of NWFPs in the region.
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Funding
‘Innovation Networks of Cork, Resins and Edibles in the Mediterranean basin’ (INCREDIBLE) project receives funding from the
European Commission’s Horizon 2020 programme under grant agreement N° 774632.
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