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Context
In Europe, the chestnut occupies an area of approximately 2 million hectares, of which 300,000 are for 

agroforestry, with  90,000 producers and a production of 212,000 t.

However, in recent years the chestnut has been suffering from biotic problems such as pests and diseases 

and social problems or changes such as wildfires and the abandonment of chestnut growing, which has led 

to a significant decline of production in Europe.

Aware of this situation, in 2018 several organizations constituted the European network on chestnut 

Eurocastanea.

Objective
Eurocastanea is the consultation and representation body for professionals in the chestnut sector in the 

countries of the European Union, and in the European and world economy.

In addition, it

Organizes dialogue, consultation, study and joint action among its members, representing the chestnut 

sector to European or other institutions.

Contributes to the regeneration and promotion of the sector, organising the European "Eurocastanea" days 

and cooperation missions in the technical, scientific or economic area.
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Results
Eurocastanea has interconnected the chestnut sectors of the main producing areas in Europe, through the 

main sectorial organizations of each country. Specifically Austria, France, Spain, Italy and the constant 

collaboration of organisations in the rest of the growing countries.

This union has been worked on since in 2009 in Ourense (Spain) the first European Chestnyt Meeting was 

organized, and since it has served to fight for the interests of the sector, and to mobilize funding for 

training, research and promotion o chestnut.

One of the milestones is the organisation of thecyclic European Chestnut Workshops "Eurocastanea" 

and the representation of the sector to European authorities.

Recommendations
The European Chestnut Network is a model of concertation promoted by the chestnut growers, distributors 

and industry, and although it does not have the direct support of the public administrations of each 

country, it has been promoted and supported by the sector and the secretariat of the European Assembly 

of Horticultural Regions (AREFLH).

Currently, it represents the main producing regions through the representation of their national sectorial 

bodies and it is these bodies that are in charge of directing the strategies of the organization supported by 

AREFLH and its structure.

Therefore, it is a model of agreement that can be replicated in other areas and products as long as there is 

dynamism and a sufficient productive context.

Impacts and weaknesses
The impact of the European Chestnut Network "Eurocastanea" has allowed to unite sevearl hundred  

people through the organization of its annual chestnut meetings all over Europe, bringing closer the 

transfer of knowledge and the exchange of experiences between value chain actors.

Furthermore, it has allowed the connection between the productive sector and the European R+D+i.

However, more countries and production areas must be incorporated to fully represent the sector in 

Europe.

Future developments
This type of organization should be replicated as long as there is management and dynamization capacity, 

and it can reach the rest of the producing areas in a way adapted to their own characteristics.

The organization must have resilience to the constant changes in the sector in the internal and external 

environments. In addition, the sectorial presence must be maintained and reinforced without losing contact 

with European R&D&I and improve its presence in European institutions.
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Further information

Technical secretary ASSEMBLY OF EUROPEAN HORTICULTURAL REGIONS communication@areflh.org 

Coordination committee member of Eurocastanea, José Laranjo: jlaranjo@utad.pt

Author

Contact
Roberto Rubio Gutiérrez, 
Roberto.Rubio@cesefor.com, 
http://www.cesefor.com

Organisation
Cesefor Foundation

Country and region
Europe, Europe

Rapporteur

Name
Roberto Rubio

Organisation
Fundación Centro de Servicios y 
Promoción Forestal y de su 
Industria de Castilla y León 
(CESEFOR)

Email
(hidden)

Published on

25 June 2020

About INCREDIBLE Project
INCREDIBLE project aims to show how Non-Wood Forest Products (NWFP) can play an important role in supporting sustainable 
forest management and rural development, by creating networks to share and exchange knowledge and expertise. ‘Innovation 
Networks of Cork, Resins and Edibles in the Mediterranean basin’ (INCREDIBLE) promotes cross-sectoral collaboration and 
innovation to highlight the value and potential of NWFPs in the region.

Funding
‘Innovation Networks of Cork, Resins and Edibles in the Mediterranean basin’ (INCREDIBLE) project receives funding from the 
European Commission’s Horizon 2020 programme under grant agreement Nº 774632.
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